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Grade Category Elementary, Middle School 

Lesson Time  One class period

Goals 
To have a working knowledge of the Gagaku and differentiate between the Komagaku and the Togaku

Objectives  
Students will understand the differences and the origins of the two types of Gagaku music.  

Content Standards 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Evaluating music and music performances.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials 

1. Roots of Rhythm chapter 6 and listening examples 50-57

2. Web-site     http://aris.ss.uci.edu/rgarfias/gagaku/music.html
3. Kakko drums or handmade substitutes

Student Skill Level
Students will be familiar with the information in Chapter 6 of Roots of Rhythm. They will have already built a Kakko and understand how it is played.

Procedure
1. Review the information in chapter 6 (especially as it relates to the Gagaku, Komagaku and Togaku

2. Review the listen and play along section found on page 42

3. Listen to other examples of Gogaku music i.e. the examples found in the above web-site

4. Try to discover the differences and similarities between the Komagaku and Togaku examples.

Student Product
There is no product with this lesson

Assessment
A group discussion of the similarities and differences between the two types of Gagaku would be appropriate. Individual essays would also work
Resources
A study of how culture is impacted by immigration will help give insight into our own culture. The Gagaku has 2 types. How many different types of American music are there? Can we trace the impact of specific groups of people on our music? 
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