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Goals 
1. I want to sing, play and move to show my students how the Japanese culture is very different 
from our western culture. 
2. The sixth graders are perfect because they study some of these unique cultures in their 
social studies. 
3. I am hoping that my tolerance for things that are different will relate to them that it is okay to 
disagree but because someone else believes something different from us we can still 
respect their beliefs.

Objectives 
The student will:
1. Sing the song, Sakura, in English and Japanese.

2. Play a large drum and a gong in a specific pattern.

3. Play bells or a Boomwackers for a countermelody.

4. Play cymbals, large and small, in a specific pattern.

Content Standards  
All

Materials  
1. Sakura song sheet from World of Music grade 4, p. 172, Music for countermelody, p. 173, 
rhythm patterns for drum and cymbals.

2. One large drum

3. Bass Orff and Soprano Orff Instruments or Boomwackers

4. Large and small cymbals

5. Gong

6. Folder with Funsheet (ROR chapter 6 –The Kakko from Japan, Dance instructions, Song, 
Countermelody, Instrument rhythm patterns, and a sheet of facts including;  picture and 
definition of a Koto, Cherry Blossom Festival, art pictures, blank pages to draw on, books 
about Japan 

Student Skill Level   
1. We will have read the culture and history from the ROR, pp. 39-40, identified it on a map and 
discussed how the Japanese cultures are different than ours.  
2. They will be reminded how to play each of these instruments. 
3. I will assign the countermelody on the bells to the students who are most familiar with the 
location of notes on the keyboard.  
4. They will provide assistance to the other persons assigned to the bells.

Procedure  

1. Have a CD of Japanese music playing as students enter the room.  They should listen quietly.  When completed, they will respond to these questions:

a. Where do you think this music originated?

b. How can you tell?

c. Where is this country?

d. Have you been there?

e. What makes it different than our American music?

2. After the introductory discussion, play again and point out the differences they shared and any others that are appropriate.

3. These folders are for us to study this music.  We will sing, play, read and dance to help us understand the culture and music of the Japanese people.  We must remember that this is an ancient culture over 4000 years off.  The people believe very strongly in these cultures.

4. We will start with the song, Sakura.  
a. Did you hear the Koto?

b. What is it?  How does it work?

c. What would that be if it was in American music?

5. Play the half-notes with the cymbals.
6. As different students receive instruments, all sing or play with recording making an ensemble.

7. All students have pencils and workbooks.  We read the history of Japan and examine the rest of the workbook.

Student Product  

1. Student folder will be completed.

2. Students will have seen and heard how they perform and will add this to their folders

3. Students will decorate a paper plate in the style of the song.

Assessment
1. Each student will be assessed on their performance on a video:  1 self-assessment, 1 group 
assessment and teacher assessment.  We will use a rubric.  

2. Each student will be assessed on their folder.

3. Each student will be assessed on the quality of their “paper plate” fan.

Reflections
1. This lesson promotes whole class learning, one part cannot succeed without the other parts.

2. Special learners are encouraged to stick with someone that will help them with their task.

Resources 
1. There are many ways that this lesson can be expanded.  I think that the best way would be to review this with the art specialists.

2. The Japanese make wonderful woodcuts and simplistic pictures.  Have you best artist create a paneled screen to show their understanding of the culture.
3. Listen to:  Fantasy on Japanese Woodprints by Alan Hovaness.
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