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Grade Category Elementary
Lesson Time 50 minutes (1 period)
Goals  
The students will identify the American Indian as the first inhabitants of our country. The students will identify customs, traditions, and celebrations associated with the American Indian.  The students will draw a connection of the American Indian to the early settlers of the United States.  The students will identify the Indian’s roll in the first Thanksgiving.
Objectives 
The students will identify the words and the meaning of the words to the Pawnee American Indian song,”H’Atira.”  The students will play the Lakota drum and a rattle percussion instrument to accompany the song as they sing.
 

Content Standards 
List the Music Content Standards that this lesson will support. For those teachers outside of music, list those Standards, for example, in language arts, history, social studies, art, science, etc. 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. World of Music Grade 3 30 copies pp.12-13
2. Roots of Rhythm CD
3. Lakota Drums  30 
4. ROR of Rhythm TUBS notation chart p. 81 (ROR)
5. Pencils

6. Rattles or shakers
Student Skill Level 
The students will learn the first four songs in the book: “This Land is Your Land,” “ Shuckin’ of the Corn,” “Grandma’s Farm,” and “Oleana.” The teacher will introduce and teach these four songs prior to introducing “H’Atira.”
Procedure
1. A student volunteer will read out loud the words to H’Atira.
2. The class will echo the teacher line by line to learn the pronunciation of the words.
3. The class will listen to the teacher play the tune on the piano.

4. The teacher will teach the song line by line by singing.
5. The students will echo back the teacher by singing each line by rote.
6. The students will listen to ROR CD Tracks #58-59.
7. The students will discuss the Indians’ customs, traditions, celebrations, and music. as they apply to the holiday of Thanksgiving.
8. The students will discuss the music that they hear on tracks #58 and #59

9. The students will discuss the circumstances of the first Thanksgiving and the roll of the American Indian.
10. The students will listen to Tracks #60, 61
11. The teacher will demonstrate the Lakota regular beat pattern.
12. The students will imitate the teacher using the top of their legs.
13. The students will play the Lakota regular beat pattern on their drums while the teacher plays H’Atira on the piano.

14. The class will look at the rattle part example on p.13 in the World of Music book and discuss the note values (4 eighth notes followed by 2 quarter notes)

15. The class will discuss how they can create other examples of the rattle part.

16. The teacher will pass out the blank TUBS notation paper, so that each student can create and write out their own notation for the rattle part.
17. Each student will perform their TUBS creation for the rattle part.
18. The class will alternate taking turns playing the Lakota drum and their rattle parts for the rest of the class as the whole class sings H’Atira.
Student Product 

The students will create their own TUBS notation for the rattle part for the song H’Atira.”
Assessment  
The evaluation will be participatory with a teacher observation.  The teacher will look at the written TUBS notation of each student to see that they fulfilled the assignment correctly.
Reflection  
I have found that introducing the subject of the American Indian around the time of Thanksgiving has been a natural lead in to learning about them.  Relating the Indians to the Pilgrims and the Thanksgiving holiday helps the younger student better identify with the American Indian.
Resources 
1. World of Music Grade 3, Silver Burdett, 1988, pp. 12-13.

2. Roots of Rhythm CD and Teacher’s Guide
3. http://teacher.scholastic.com/thanksgiving/ :educational resource for students
4. http://www.raceandhistory.com/selfnews/viewnews.cgi?newsid1006609974,95667,.shtml: interesting facts about the Indians for teachers.
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