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Grade Category Early Childhood, Elementary 1st, 2nd, 3rd  

Lesson Time 1-3 class periods

Goals 
To teach movements to an Indian dance with the combination of singing the Seneca Stomp Dance song.

Objectives  
Perform a different Indian dance with song after reviewing heel-toe Indian dance.
 

Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Evaluating music and music performances.

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials 

1. Share the Music grade 3 book, pp. 234 and 235, CD 5:43

2. Drum(s) to keep beat

3. ROR CD listening #58, 59 and play along #67-76

4. Chalkboard

Student Skill Level 
Experienced with heel-toe Indian dance, call/response or echo, regular/parade beat and

Drummers signal to stop, knowing information about the Lakota Indians, following a leader.
Procedure
1. Review heel-toe Indian dance with CD examples from ROR.

2. Review the two different beats and signal to stop. Teacher can play drum by themselves as review. 

3. Explain that they will learn a new dance that is performed by a different nation of Indians and stress the importance to always listen, so as if the teacher needs to stop, they will hear the signal to stop. 

4. Read about the Seneca’s and ask students to compare or contrast them with the Lakota Indians. Listed on board could be area, music, nations, dances, instruments, use of vocables, etc.

5.  Read about Avery Jimerson. (For upper grades you could assign research paper.)

6. Students listen to song identifying how many times Yo we ya are used as a response. (12)

7. Practice song in echo with teacher until students can sing by themselves with CD.

8. Teach movements to dance. Students slide right foot forward, placing weight on it, and step left foot next to it using an accent or stomp. Have strong dancers come up front and help in teaching. For older students you could allow group work to happen.

9. Once class has learned the dance, have half the class (singers) sits in two rows of chairs facing each other. The other half of the class forms a circle around the chairs and does the dance moving counter clock-wise. Switch parts so all get a chance to sing and dance.

10. Discuss principles of the League of the Iroquois to make a few class decisions. With each nation having 1 vote and all decisions had to be unanimous, have students decide what in this class would make a nation: Rows, Groups? Have students choose one child to represent their nation and discuss is it fair or not?   

Student Product 
Learning skills to perform a different Indian dance and how to follow the leader in dancing, singing or making decisions vital for the success of the tribe. (class or group)   

Assessment 
By participation/performance. Students should be able to follow leader while singing/dancing.
Reflection 
My students like to participate out of their seats as much as possible, so this lesson should surely

work. Stress that all students should want to be the leader, so they should act/participate/perform as a leader. Remind them of the discussion about Procedure #10 – would you always agree with everyone of your nation? If not, then you would have to earn the right to be the leader and then you would not have to worry about the others in your nation since you would be the one vote that counts. If you have problem students, see if they could use the drums correctly for the other students as they review the heel-toe Indian dance with the two Indian beats.

Resources 
Including stories or research about the different tribes of Indians. And maybe setting up a nation or nations where if the students earn a free day, the nation or nations would have to make the decision of what they would want to do during that class. This could work well on days of field trips, fairs, before long holidays etc.
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