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Goals
1. Students will sing the syllables of the song correctly.
2. Students will play the rhythm on the Lakota Drum.

3. Students will sing and play the rhythm on the drums at the same time.

4. Students will realize that the song is from another culture.
Objectives
1. The students will clap the rhythm as they sing the song, “Navaho Happy Song.”
2. The students will be divided into two groups; one group will sing, the other group will

    perform the rhythms on the drums, and then switch parts.

3. The students will understand and appreciate music from a Native American Culture.

Standards  
1, 2, and 6
Materials
1.  Twelve Lakota drums

2.  CD and CD player

3.  Dry erase board 

4.  Dry erase markers

5.  Twenty-four pictures of the Native Americans playing the Lakota drum.
Student Skill Level
The students need to be able to keep time with the beat and to echo rhythm patterns.  They  will move to the beat and echo rhythm patterns at the beginning of each music class.

Procedure
1.  The students will sing the rhythm pattern from the song as directed by the teacher.  The 
     teacher will say, “ Class, we will be singing a different  kind of song today.”

2.  The teacher will introduce the song as the “Navaho Happy Song,” play a recording for the 
     students, and discuss the song’s cultural background.
3.  The teacher asks the students, “What did you hear in the song?  (accept any reasonable

    answer) 

4.  The teacher will sing the syllables from the song, “Hi yo, hi yo its ee nee yo,” and ask the 

     students to echo her.   Repeat procedure if needed.

5.  After the students have sung the song two more times, the teacher will introduce and 

     discuss the cultural background of the Lakota drum.

6.  The teacher plays the “Hi yo, hi yo its ee nee yo” pattern on the drum.

7.  After demonstrating how to play the rhythm pattern on the Lakota drum, the teacher
     splits the class into two groups.  The teacher passes out enough Lakota drums to 

     one group and they echo her with the “Hi yo, hi yo its ee nee yo” pattern.  The same

     procedure is followed for the other group.

8.  The teacher plays a recording of the song again; one group sings the rhythm/syllable pattern          
     as the other group plays it on the Lakota drum.  Switch parts when satisfied with their   
     performance.  

Student Product
The students can color a picture of Native Americans playing the Lakota drum.
Assessment
The evaluation will be teacher observation on how well the students follow directions and participate in singing and playing the rhythms on the Lakota drum.
Reflection
This lesson is enjoyable for students in kindergarten or first grade because the rhythm patterns are simple to follow, but not boring.  This lesson promotes student learning because it keeps them involved for the entire fifty minutes.

Resources
Kindermusik book and CD, “Music and My World,” 1994.
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