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Grade Category 6th (Especially designed for teachers with marching band backgrounds)
Lesson Time 
This lesson plan is designed to be part of a much larger multi-chapter unit on the music of Native American drumming and dovetailing marching band maneuverings with the ROR curriculum.
Goals 
I want my students to achieve the objectives (listed below) and to enjoy the concept of a “marching band” with their homemade Lakota frame drum.  This will be interdisciplinary with our art teacher, and will be able to be used at the school’s annual art show in the spring to model the homemade Lakota frame drums.

Objectives  
1. The student will learn to march in time, beginning with the left foot.
2. The student will be able to describe and analyze Lakota dance rhythms.

3. The student will learn basic marching band maneuvers (FM, TTR, RS, LS, LP, RP, RF, LF, MT, and TTR) and apply this with the use of marching to their own previously made Lakota frame drums.

4. The student will perform a 32 or 64 beat maneuvering in a squad for a primary class in a future lesson.
Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials 
1.   One Roots of Rhythm, “World Drumming for 5th and 6th Grade Classrooms” Teacher’s Guide 
and “Percussion Instrument Making Notes” by Craig Woodson
2.   One Roots of Rhythm, “World Drumming for 5th and 6th Grade Classrooms” Accompaniment 
CD by Craig Woodson
3. Chapter 7:  A Lakota Drum From North America page 50 (25 copies)

4. 25 copies of marching band terminology (abbreviations) page
5. 25 Homemade Lakota frame drum from a previous instrument making lesson.
Student Skill Level   
Students by this lesson have previous knowledge of basic simple meters and counting into divisions and subdivisions of the beat from prior knowledge learned through the general music curriculum.  They have also already made the homemade Lakota frame drum and are now ready to start learning Lakota dance rhythms and dovetailing this with an introduction to marching band movement and maneuvers.
Procedure 

1. As students enter classroom, play tracks 60-64 on the CD player.
2. Have students take their seats (set up in a circle).
3. Pass out copies of page 50 from the ROR curriculum guide.

4. Have students analyze and describe the music…form, meter, tempo, dynamics, etc. (this can be done through teacher-led discussion and Q+A session).

5. Turn stereo off and randomly ask students what they heard.  Specifically ask what they enjoyed about the music, and see if they can differentiate between the regular beat, parade beat, two beat (round dance), etc.
6. Listen to the heart beat (AKA parade beat) using track 59 of the ROR companion CD.

7. After listening have students cover their ears with the palms of their hands and listed to their heartbeats.  

8. Explain that this is the basic overall beat of the Native American drum.

9. Briefly discuss this with the class—is it steady or does it speed up and slow down?  Are all the beats the exact same loudness?  Does it sound like what you just heard?
10. Hand out marching band terminology (abbreviations) page.
11. Ask for 3 volunteers (to serve as your “squad”) and demonstrate different marching band maneuvers.  (In this step you may want to show only one or two at a time so that students don’t get confused with the different maneuvers.
12. Take 8 new volunteers to form 2 new squads to practice marching these maneuvers.

13. Repeat previous 2 steps so that everyone gets a chance to try each maneuver that will be practiced (FM, TTR, RS, LS, LP, RP, RF, LF, MT, and TTR for this chapter).
14. Using the “fast regular” beat (looping on track 63?) on the ROR companion CD, have students practice these maneuvers at a faster tempo so that they get really comfortable with them.  (NOTE:  Have those students that are NOT one of the 8 that are marching play along with the CD…and if is too fast (which it probably will be for some of these maneuvers, turn off the CD and use a slower tempo (andante perhaps) in unison on their Lakota frame drum so they stay engaged.)
15. Keep rotating the 2 squads of 4 each so that everyone has an equal amount of marching practice time.
16. Once mastered at a slower tempo, increase the tempo gradually until everyone is comfortable with each of the maneuvers that will be taught.

17. At the next class session, try going outside with students homemade Lakota drums (made in a previous lesson) to practice on a practice field (or on grass if a field is not available). 
18. As an extension activity, perform a 32 beat or even 64 beat set for the next door neighbor 2nd and 3rd grade classes outside on the lawn, using the homemade Lakota frame drums as the 6th grade class marches to the beat of their own drum!

Student Product  
Homemade Lakota frame drum (from previous lesson in this chapter, class performances of 32 and 64 beat sets for the primary next door neighbor classes.
Assessment
1. Individual and Group Authentic Assessment

2. Individual Aural Authentic Assessment

3. Group Visual Authentic Assessment

4. Group Visual Authentic Assessment

Reflection   
All students will be very engaged in this lesson, whether playing, marching, or both simultaneously, in addition to the previous portion of the lesson on the Lakota dance rhythm heartbeat activity.  This lesson will promote student learning by having hands-on participation in every activity with no one left behind, and with the primary grade class performances.
Resources  
There are several ways this lesson could be extended.  Another in addition to what has been mentioned could be the dovetailing the use of the concert band members to play one of their memorized short songs to a 64 beat maneuvering.  This could also be extended to have the concert band do a “park and blow” song while the non-concert band members are keeping time on their Lakota frame drums and maneuvering around in different formations, with the addition of more advanced maneuvers such as (SSR, SSL, BM, DT, etc.)
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