Roots of Rhythm World Drumming Teacher Workshop 2006
Lesson Plan for Chapter 9
Title Thailand - Ranat Ek





Karyn Hirt 










7/6/2006










Westerville City Schools









Westerville, Ohio
Grade Category: 3rd to 5th 
Lesson Time 2 lessons, 40 min each
Goals 

1. Students will understand and be able to discuss how division of beat works with Thai music

2. Students will understand and be able to discuss how Thai music is accented

3. Students will understand and be able to demonstrate how to appropriately treat the ranat ek

Objectives
1.Students will play a Thai piece that uses division of beat in 2, while including appropriate 
accents.
2. Students will be able to describe various instruments in a Pi Phat ensemble and be able to 
identify its substitute instruments in our classroom

Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Large picture of Thai flag (attached)

2. Thai clothing for teacher if possible

3. Chart showing division of beats in 2 (attached)

4. ROR book (p.57) and CD 

5. Funsheets for class

6. Pictures of various instruments in pi phat ensemble (See resources)

7. Substitute instruments: finger cymbals, xylophones, conga drum, and bass drum

Student Skill Level 
1. Students need a basic understanding of western rhythmic notation

2. Students need a basic understanding of how to play the xylophone

Procedure 
Lesson 1:
1. Teacher meets students in hallway, remove shoes before entering, discuss why.
2. Music plays while students enter, flag is on board.

3. Where are we? What’s the sacred instrument? (xylophone set out)
4. Discuss Thailand, flag, Ranat Ek, etc.  
5. Discuss division of beat in 2 (16th, 8th, ¼, ½ notes), Refer to attached chart
6. Have students play parts of the chart w/ body percussion (1 group for each line)
7. Introduce music from ROR & have students identify instruments that correspond with

attached notation chart (ching = 8th note, etc)
8. Discuss accenting last beat of each pattern
9. Students try again, with accents this time

10. Try it with instruments one at a time

Lesson 2: 

1. Teacher meets students in hallway, remove shoes before entering.
2. Music plays while students enter.
3. Review what we know about Thailand and instruments, do Funsheets.
4. Review rhythm patterns from last time.
5. Set up 4 instrument stations, students rotate through all 4 stations.
Student Product: 
Students take funsheets home

Assessment
1. Teacher observation to see if students are able to play the 4 rhythmic patterns, add in accents

2. Teacher-student discussion to see if students can identify Thai instruments and their classroom 
substitutes

3. Teacher grades Funsheets

Reflection
I think the activity of having students meet in the hallway so as to treat the instruments appropriately will really help them relate to this cultural experience on a different level than just talking about it.  
Resources
1. More info on Thai classical music: http://www.seasite.niu.edu/Thai/music/classical/default.htm
2. Interactive online quiz identifying various Thai instruments and their sounds: 

http://www.seasite.niu.edu/Thai/music/classical/Pdd/Pdd.htm
3. Pictures of Thai instruments:

http://www.seasite.niu.edu/Thai/music/classical/instruments/khryang_tii.htm
http://www.seasite.niu.edu/Thai/music/classical/instruments/khryang_tii2.htm
http://www.seasite.niu.edu/Thai/music/classical/instruments/khryang_tii3.htm
[image: image1.png]



Division of Beat in Western Notation:
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