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Grade Category: Upper Elementary (grades 4&5) and Middle School (grades 6-8)

Lesson Time:  Several Weeks  This could be part of a larger unit on Asia, or each segment could stand alone.

Goals:  The goal of this lesson plan is to provide a panorama of Thai culture.  It is not inclusive, but  provides for interdisciplinary interaction between Literature, Social Studies, Art, Physical

Education, Science, Home Economics, and Music.

Objectives:
1.  Students will gain knowledge and appreciation for Thai music and culture.

2.  Students will develop percussion techniques.

Content Standards:
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9.  Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Since this is an interdisciplinary unit of study, outlines for each subject are listed with the final one being music.

All Subjects:
Any or all teachers may start with the idea of a global village.  Read If The World Were a Village to students.  Read and discuss one or more pages each day.  This book takes the entire world population and reduces it to 100 people.  The percent of people worldwide is described by nationality, language, religion, and more. 

Videos
Thailand (Education 2000)

Thailand: Jewel of the Orient The Living Edens series (PBS Home Video)

Books on Thailand
Welcome To My Country Thailand

A New True Book Thailand

Thailand Enchantment of the World

Cultures of the World Thailand
Juvenile books offer distilled information, wonderful pictures, and a wide variety of topics.  They are an easy way to access knowledge for both student and teacher.

Literature

The reading teacher may use these books for individual or group projects.

An Elephant in the Backyard  nonfiction  

This tells the  story of Tha Klang,a small village in Thailand, where domesticated elephants roam free.

Silk Umbrellas  fiction

This is a coming-of-age story of a young girl who must chose between painting umbrellas for a living or working in a factory.

The Elephant Hospital  nonfiction  

This offers true stories of an elephant hospital in Thailand established to take care of sick domestic elephants.

The White Elephant  fiction  

Why are unwanted objects called white elephants?  A young elephant trainer  is given a white elephant by a prince because he irritated him.  Since the elephant is not allowed to work, will it be a financial burden?

Art 

Making a Thai kite 

Materials:  paper, dowels, tape, string

instructions in Hands-On Asia Art Activities For All Ages
Painting parasols

Materials:  paint, paper parasols found at

http://www.orientaltrading.com

Social Studies
Prisoners of War World War II/ Time Life Books
During WWII the Japanese forced conscripted Asians and European and American prisoners of war to build a bridge over Mae Klong River to link the Thai and Burmese railroads.

The book, The Bridge over River Kwai, by Pierre Boulle  is a fictional account of the story.

Physical Education
Materials:  Play with Us, 100 Games from Around the World, rope, stones, ball, volleyball net, kites

Chak-ka-yer:  Students are divided into two teams.  A line is drawn on the ground.  The object is to pull your opponent to your side.

Jam huay (“tigers that cross the lake”):  A student tries to jump over another student sitting down in various positions. 

Ka fao khai (“mother raven’s eggs”): One person guards the eggs (stones) as others try to steal them.

Net takraw:  It is very similar to volleyball. Students can use any body part except hands to keep the ball in the air.

Kite flying:  Competitors try to capture other kites by entangling and sawing off the strings of other kites.

Science

Students may create reports on the endangered species of Thailand.  The following web sites have detailed information.

http://www.animalinfo.org/country/thailand.htm

http://www.newscientist.com/channel/life/endangered-species/dn9350-royal-reprieve-for-thailands-giant-catfish-.html

http://www.monitor.net/monitor/9702a/endangeredfood.html

http://www.panda.org/  World Wildlife Federation 2007http://www.zoothailand.org   Thailand Zoo

Home Economics
The Cooking of Thailand 
Try the Green Papaya Salad, Coconut Rice, or Grilled Chicken with Peanut Sauce.  This book for youngsters describes the regions and foods of Thailand with easy-to-make recipes.

The Taste of Thailand
Try the Pineapple-Fried Rice, Crab Omelette, or Coconut Custard.  Excel at vegetable carving. There are colorful pictures of Thai people and the food they eat.

Music
Materials
1.  Roots of Rhythm CD, Roots of Rhythm Lesson, Roots of Rhythm fun sheets, 

2.  Wood “furring strips”, cut according to instructions in the ROR lesson for ranat ek, total of 120 feet

3.  20 dowels 

4.  20 Cardboard boxes Meyers Corbox Co. B18-6

or cardboard boxes leftover from supply shipping

5.  4 rolls of strapping tape

6. 20 square pieces of sandpaper

7.  Lots of colors of permanent markers

8.  Instruments: homemade ranat ek, recorder, orchestra bells, finger cymbals, conga drum, bass drum

9. pencils

Student Skill Level:
Students should have familiarity with playing mallet instruments (Orff), basic drumming technique, and to be able to play by letter name on the recorder

Procedure:
Begin by playing the two example of Thai music from the ROR CD (no. 77 and 78.)  Have the students answer the following questions.

1.  What instrument (timbres) do you hear?

2.  What is the tempo?

3.  Describe the melodic line.

4.  What kind of percussion techniques do you hear?

5.  Is the rhythm steady or is it syncopated?

6.  Do you hear harmony?  If so, what kind?

Have them read the description of the ranat ek on the funsheet.  Show and demonstrate the following instruments in the Pi  Phat ensemble.  Explain that they will be making ranat eks and performing Thai music. Demonstrate the making of the instrument one step at a time.

Assemble all materials on a row.  Students should take a bundle of wood strips, cardboard box, strapping tape, and markers to their seats.  Write the instructions on the board.

1. Sand the bars until smooth.

2.  Decorate them with the markers. 

3.  Lay them by size in order about one inch apart on the top of the cardboard box.  

4.  Mark the placement with a marker on the top of the box. 

5.  Make cuts 1/4 inch down into marker lines.

6.  Fold the center part between each cut down toward center of the box.

7.  Lay the bars down in order. Center lengthwise.

8.  Start the  strapping tape as part of an arc on one side of the bars.  Lay it about one inch from the end of the bar.  Press it down on top of the bar and then in between each bar. Circle around and go up the other side. Connect to the arc.

9.  Make sure the tape is sticking to each bar.  Then lift it up and lay the tape on the opposite side.  Squeeze the tape together.

10.  Place the bars on top of the cardboard box and try it out with the dowel mallets.

Learning the Sathukan Composition

1. Practice rhythms first by clapping, singing, or moving hands in air.  These may be taught by rote or using the TUBS notation.

2.  Assign student an instrument in the ensemble.  Have them rotate to different instruments each time you perform.

3.  Practice each instrument separately with the CD.

4.  Then have them try to play it together.

5.  Have them continue to practice it during following classes.

Thailand Funsheet

Return to the funsheet and have students complete the paper.  They may either do it together in small groups or individually.

Extensions

1.  Have them listen to contemporary Thai music.  Examples are listed in the Rough Guides to World Music, Volume 2. 

2.  Continue to play the CD No. 77 & 78 at each lesson. Through improvisation, have students create their own Thai style music.

3.  Have them compare and contrast Thai music to American country or hip hop.

4. This provides a nice transition into the study of musicals.  Start with The King and I.

Student Product:
1.  Students should be able to develop an appreciation of different cultures and be open to accepting different styles of music from their own choices.

2.  Students will gain confidence in their skills in playing percussion instruments.

3.  Students will develop critical listening skills.

Assessment:
1.  Successful performance of the Sathukan Composition.

2.  Individually or in conversation, students will be able to relate the information they learned about Thai music.

3.  Students may write a paragraph explaining the the differences they learned between Thai culture and their culture. (interdisciplinary)

Reflection:
Perhaps the most difficulty would be to get other classroom teachers involved.  However, it usually is the music teacher who can spark the rest of the faculty’s interest.  Many schools have a yearlong theme.  Although it could be the study of different cultures, it could also be values such as compassion, the Golden Rule, or charity.  Raising money for relief or conservation efforts worldwide may be the place to start.

Resources:

Videos

Thailand (Education 2000)

Thailand: Jewel of the Orient The Living Edens series (PBS Home Video)

The King and I

Books

Smith, David. If The World Were a Village. Tonawanda,NY: Kids Can Press. 2002.

Thailand
Goodman, Jim. Cultures of the World Thailand. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish Corporation. 2002.

Jacobsen, Karen. A New True Book Thailand. US: Children’s Press. 1989.

McNair, Sylvia. Thailand Enchantment of the World.  US: Children’s Press. 1998.

Wynaden, Jo and Cherry, Ronald.  Welcome To Thailand. Milwaukee, WI:  Gareth Stevens Publishing. 2001.

Literature
Darling, Kathy. The Elephant Hospital. Brookfield, CT: The Millbrook Press, Inc. 2002.  

Fleischman,Sid.The White Elephant. New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers. 2006.

Marsden, Carolyn. Silk Umbrellas. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. 2004.  

Sobol, Richard. An Elephant in the Backyard. New York, NY: Dutton Children’s Books. 2004 

Art
Merrill, Yvonne. Hands-On Asia Art Activities For All Ages. Salt Lake City UT: KITS Publishing. 1999.

Social Studies
Bailey, Ronald. Prisoners of War World War II. Chicago, IL: Time-Life Books. 1981

Boulle, Pierre. The Bridge over River Kwai. Amereon Limited. 1988.

Physical Education

McNair, Sylvia. Thailand Enchantment of the World.  US: Children’s Press. 1998.

Ripoll, Oriol. Play with Us, 100 Games from Around the World. Chicago, IL: Chicago Review Press. 2005.

Home Economics
Locricchio, Matthew. The Cooking of Thailand. Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish Corporation. 2005.

Bhumichitr, Vatcharin. The Taste of Thailand. NewYork, NY: Macmillan Publishing Company. 1988.

Music
Broughton, Simon and Mark Ellingham. World Music, volume 2.  Shorts Gardens, London: Rough Guides Ltd. 2000.

Phoasavadi, Pornprapit and Patricia Shehan Campbell.  From Bangkok and Beyond: Thai Children’s Songs, Games, and Customs. Danbury, CT: World Music Press. 2003.

Web Sites

Science/ Endanger Species of Thailand

http://www.animalinfo.org/country/thailand.htm

http://www.newscientist.com/channel/life/endangered-species/dn9350-royal-reprieve-for-thailands-giant-catfish-.html

http://www.monitor.net/monitor/9702a/endangeredfood.html

http://www.panda.org/  World Wildlife Federation 

http://www.zoothailand.org   Thailand Zoo

http://www.elephant.tnet.co.th/index_26.1.1.html       Friends of the Asian Elephant

http://www.asiarooms.com/travel-guide/thailand/national-parks-of-thailand/index.html  Thai National Parks

Music
http://www.asiarooms.com/travel-guide/thailand/culture-of-thailand/music-and-dance-in-thailand.html  Music and Dance of Thailand

http://worldmusic.nationalgeographic.com/worldmusic/view/page.basic/country/content.country/thailand_829?fs=www3.nationalgeographic.com&fs=plasma.nationalgeographic.com  National Geographic, Thai music

http://www.sbgmusic.com/html/teacher/reference/cultures/thailand.html  Silver Burdett web site

http://www.folkways.si.edu/search/SearchResults.aspx?AlbumTitle=Thailand&TrackTitle=&ArtistName=&CatalogNumber=&YearOfRelease=&NumItem=10&YearMode=QuickSearch  Smithsonian Folkways Recordings
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