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Grade Category 4th – 5th 
Lesson Time Unit lesson- 2-3 weeks. Biweekly lessons – 35 minutes each
Goals
1. Cultural appreciation 
2. Awareness of Eastern vs. Western tonality with more appreciation and less  judgment
3. To be able to work together in an ensemble
Objectives  
1. students will sing a Thai song in f pentatonic

2. students will learn a Thai ensemble piece by layering the parts

3. students will imitate and explore Thai dance

4. Students will view pictures from Thailand of the culture, customs, dress, art, etc... and discuss, compare and contrast those with our country.

5. students will identify the differences of sound in music, i.e. tonality

6. students will create Thai dance movements; learning another way to express movement
 

Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials 
1. Thai dress
2. Thai PowerPoint presentation taken from my personal slides (from years 1988 and 1990)
3. Roots of Rhythm Book- 57-61

4. Thai ‘lullaby” from “Sing ‘Round the World,” by Shirley S. McRae, page 11-12- on overhead for 
class as well
5.  homemade ranatek

6. Xylophones, glockenspiels, finger cymbals, tubanos, BM, large hand drums
7. Enlarged posters of flag and instruments 
Student Skill Level
Basic xylophone (they can alternate mallets) finger cymbals and drum skills
Procedure 
1. Introduction - hook

 Begin wearing Thai dress and greet the classes with Thai greeting- “sawadika”

2. PowerPoint pictures of Thailand’s culture, art, customs and music
Discussion and sharing of my experiences with them. Tell them about traffic, manners, weather, students, etc. Look up Thailand on world map

3. Ranat Ek


a. ROR CD- 77-85


b. Teach more about pentatonic scale, whole steps and half steps and the difference 


between our music steps and Thailand’s – 100 cents/200 cents. Versus Thailand 


is in between – which is why it can sound funny to us.

4. Thai “Sathukan” composition- means: to greet your teacher—on page 61 of ROR

a. First teach conga drum part, bass drum part

b. Next- Ching-use finger cymbals.


c. AX/SX part- follow the letters for the Ranat ek 

d. SGlocks- do the orchestra bells part 


e. Play all together, switching parts so children do all the parts.

5 .Lullaby song from Sing ‘Round the World” pages 11-12


a. F pentatonic warm up


b. Solfegge focus: msl, drm, and mrs- interval of a fourth is trickier.


c. Visual of the song- showing intervals, phrases, especially the ending up in 1st four 


phrases.


d. Use the visual to teach the melody


e. Add the BM


f.  Add the SX, AX ostinato- use BP first for mallet crossing

g. Teach the SG ostinato


h. Perform with all the accompaniment- ½ class plays and ½ class sings. Then switch 


turns.

6. Thai dancing

a. Preparation- HAND mirroring. (Thai dancing uses the hands A LOT!!) Mirror hand 


motions to Vivaldi’s 4 Seasons- winter, Largo movement. Then see only hands to 

tell meaning, emotion, etc... By using only hands from a puppet stage. Have 


student volunteers come up and try using just their hands to express something. 


i.e.fists moving furiously in the air would express anger, etc….
b. View Styles of Dance video and watch Thai dancing- view how they use their hands to 
express the music.
 
c. Bring in guest dancer to share Thai dancing with the students. What tempo is it?? 


(Slower) Use music from Thai melody tape for the dancing.
d. Students will work on their own expression to the Thai music, using their hands

7. Funsheet from Chapter 9
Student Product
1. Thailand Funsheets
2. Performing the Sathuukan composition on instruments- keeping beat, on the letters, etc..

3. Students willingness to explore a different type of movement.

Assessment
1. Students will be able to sing the Lullaby with good tone and ensemble, working on the interval of 4th

2. Students will be able to play a Thai ensemble experience keeping together
3. Students will complete Thai Funsheet
4. Students will create their own dance movements using their hands as in Thai dance. I will watch them perform in small groups
Reflection
I think this one can be a bit tougher to engage students as the tonality is so different to our ears and the beats can be different as well.

I hope in sharing my own experiences with them and the hand (puppet) idea to carry over from what THEY know and enjoy understanding a different culture’s music.

Resources
Further extension: Inviting a parent from the community to come in who is from Thailand. We have many parents from India in our district. I don’t know that many from Thailand, but I will check.
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