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Title: Thailand through music, songs and movement.                                               Susan Shick

                                                                                                                                   July 2007

                                                                                                                        Fairview Park, Ohio

                                                                                                                                  CMSD

Grade: Elementary Grade 4-5

Lesson Time:

Multiple lessons in a unit: Music of Thailand: Sing. Play and Move. Class meets 1-2 times per week, 50 minutes each class.

Goals:

1. Learning rhythmic movement through songs, music and art.

2. Cross-curricular connections: Fine Arts- Art; Geography-History; Science-Ranat ek.

Objectives:

1. Understanding music and culture of Thailand.

2. Learning rhythmic movement (body, songs, playing) through songs and instruments.

Content Standards:

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations. With accompaniments.

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

5. Reading and notating music.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Evaluating music and music performance.

8. Understanding relationships between music; the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials:

1. Map/flag handout and world map for location. (Put together outline visual of flag and map of Thailand with information about the flag).  www.enchantedlearning.com
2. Makes a chart: Characteristics of music from Thailand.
3. TUBS paper for notation.
4. ROR Funsheet.
5. 7 Continents Rap sheet (included).
6. Tales from Thai Childhood ( Rouam Rueang Yao Lao Soo Gun) www.siamweb.org/thailand/children Traditional life of Thai children, from infancy to adolence in pictures and enchanting stories.
7. Recorders: students’ own and or classroom set use.

8. Ranat ek made in ROR class (2).

9. Finger cymbals, xylophone (soprano, alto), soprano glockenspiel, and gathering drum.

10. Share the Music, McGraw-Hill grade 5.  Page 332-333 “ Pung Noy Loy Kratong”, “The Moon on High”, “Celestial Guests”, CD7:15,16,17.  Grade1, page T363 picture, Duck on a River Bank.

11. ROR-Chapter 9: The RANAT EK from Thailand pp.57-61.

12. “Silk Umbrellas” by Carolyn Marsden, chapter book.  Young girl named Noi learning to paint like her grandmother.  Customs and language of Thailand are a wonderful part of this book.

13. ROR Companion CD, Chapter 9: tracks 77-85.

Student Skill Level:

Introductory listening-response; some experience in playing instruments, echoing patterns: introduce the TUBS system: movement experiences; art drawing.

Procedure:

1. Students learn Continent Rap. (follow directions from attachment) Lesson continues into a discussion of Asia and into Thailand.

2. Students complete/flag activity (coloring the flag) while hearing music of Thailand playing in the background:  “Pung Noy Loy Kratong”.

3. Share some thoughts about the Thailand music: Ask for response.

a. Music for people, dancing, solos, listening, and or a possible holiday.

b. Melodies short- long-phrases: repeated patterns. Thai music is always in a two beat pulse or meter.  The tempos are slow, medium and fast

c. Instruments heard: cymbals- barred instruments.

4. Use ROR Chapter 9: Thailand.  Copy for each student. Read together. ROR chapter 9 

Funsheet 1-2 Read together and students answer on their own.

5. Learn to play a rhythm complex.  Use TUBS notation from page 61 ROR Chapter 9.

a. Begin with one pattern (clapping) then use instruments.

b. Ching (finger cymbals)
c. Khong wong yai (orchestra bells)
d. Taphon (conga drum) I do not have, will use small drum

e. Klong that (bass drum) I will use a gathering drum.

f. Pi nai ( recorder)
g. Ranat ek (xylophone)
6. Read from “Silk Umbrellas” about life in Thailand and of Loy Krathong festival.

7. Read from “HUSH!” A Thai Lullaby by Minfong Ho, pictures by Holly Meade.  Also. Share “PEAK!” another story by Minfong Ho and Holly Meade.

a. The stories will add to an understanding of the culture and lifestyle of Thailand.

8. Will ask the art teacher to blend the Thai culture through painting and art.

9. Learn from the Sathukan (sah-tu-gone) Composition as a finished class project.

a. Each month a grade level presents to the parent meeting.   This would be an opportunity for class to perform for an audience.

Student Product:

1. Colored Flag/Map paper. ( in student notebook)

2. TUBS notation provided and student composed (in student notebook)

3. Completed ROR Funsheet.

4. Skill at playing notation, reading notation, playing rhythms.

5. Songs to sing while playing, clapping or moving.

6. Completed activity with art teacher.

7. Performance with an audience.

8. Student self-evaluation.

Assessment:

Participation; skill for performance as follows:

1. Students identify Thailand on the map.

2. Identify and answer questions characteristic to Thailand’s music and culture.

3. Students play the rhythms:

a. alone

b. with group

c. complex rhythms

Reflection:

Engage students: Music to hear: Learn about new cultures: Promote student and teacher learning: Partner with others and share together: Enjoy music: Discover: Our school has NO music budget.  If funding were to become possible, I would love for the students to make their own Ranat ek.  Ownership is very powerful.

Resources:

1. Roots of Rhythm Chapter 9: the Ranat ek from Thailand.

2. Roots of Rhythm Funsheets.

3. “Silk Umbrellas” by Carolyn Marsden.

4. :Som See and the magic elephant” by Jamie Oliviero: illustrated by Jo’Anne Kelly.

5. “Thailand” by Frances Wilkins

6. “Thailand- Countries of the World” by Kristin Thoennes.

7. “Discovering Cultures- Thailand” by Dana Meachen Rau.

8. “Bangkok” by Silvia McNair.

9. “Thailand- Enchantment of the World” by Silvia McNair.

10. “Thailand- Faces and Places”by Alex Ericson.

11. “Thailand” by Tracey Boraas.

12. “HUSH!- A Thai Lullaby”, “PEEK!” by Minfong Ho, pictures by Holly Meade.

13. “SHARE THE MUSIC” McGraw-Hill, grade 5, grade 1.

14. ROR- CD

15. www.siamweb.org/thailand/children
7 Continents RAP

Introductory lesson:

Name the 7 continents

Choose volunteers to list continents as fast as they can.

Teacher list them on board in the order of the rap to be used.(not the order the children call out)

A-    sia,   A-  fri-  ca, North  A-  meri-  ca,  South  A-  meri-   ca

Eu-  rope  and  Ant-  arc-  ti- ca.     And  Au-  stral-     ia.

Break into sections.  From right to left, give each section a rhythm section.

Put together as a speech piece.

Add clapping.

Just clapping ( internalize speech).

Maybe use instruments.

Learn movement patterns.

S= stomp

C= clap

P= pat   (leg) 

F= finger snap

A-   sia,      A-   fri-  ca, North  A-  meri-  ca,  South  A-   meri-  ca

S-   C         S-          C    P      P    P P     P    P         P     P P    P

Right stomp      Left stomp         Right leg pat                         Left leg pat

Eu-    rope     and    Ant-    arc-   ti-  ca.       And  Au-    atral-     ia.

S         C          C       C        S     C   C          S      F          P        C

                                                                                                           Both hands pat

This page can be used for students to write in the notation.
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