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Lesson Time
This lesson is the final celebration of a long unit representing the Lakota people. 
Goals
I want to impress the importance of the medicine wheel design in relation to the Native American culture. This understanding would be blended together with a Lakota drum circle performance.  
Objectives  
Students will study and create artwork representing the four global directions of the medicine wheel. All students would be in a circle. Some students would be performing the “Regular Beat” pattern on their Lakota drums while others are placed in the N, S, E, W of the circle holding their artwork as they dance around with our moving circle. For support we would be accompanied by ROR CD Track # 58.
Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Lakota drums (professional, hand made, buckets, phone books, etc.)
2. ROR Curriculum
3. ROR CD
4. Elaborate artwork will be created representing the colors, animals and human qualities that are 
linked to the four global directions of design (N, S, E, W). See ROR Curriculum page 47, 
second paragraph under the Culture heading.
Student Skill Level
1. We will have studied the ROR Curriculum Chapter 7, Lakota Drum, pages 45-50.
2. The students either have professional Lakota drums, hand made drums or optional objects that 
can simulate the Lakota drum sound.  

3. Time in and outside of class has been taken to create elaborate artwork representing the 
colors, animals and human qualities linked to the North, South, East and West. 
4. The students have practice the toe heal movement pattern as they play their Lakota drums in a 
steady beat alone and with the ROR CD Track #58. 
5. Students have listened to ROR CD Track #58 and experimented with the “vocable” Lakota 
style.
Procedure
The final performance should represent the Lakota people, “people who are spiritually harmonious”. By combining knowledge of the ROR Curriculum, Lakota drums, dance, elaborate artwork, Lakota vacables, all accompanied to the ROR CD track #58, the students will have created a grand expression of the Lakota people.

For the Final performance:
1. Place the students with their appropriate artwork at the North, South, East and West locations around the large standing circle. 

2. Place remaining students with their drums in between the N, S, E, W locations completing the large circle. 
3. With the ROR CD accompaniment track #58, the students would join together in a final celebration with drums, toe heal dance, vocables, and soaring artwork as we represent the harmonious spirit of the Lakota people.
Student Product
The students will have perhaps created their own Lakota drums and/or elaborate artwork. They all will have developed skills in toe heal dance, steady Lakota drum beats and experimentation with vocables.

Assessment
Areas that could possibly be assessed are making the Lakota drum, artwork, steady drum beat, toe heel dance, and vocable experimentation. You could also evaluate their ROR Curriculum knowledge by verbally asking questions or by creating a written test. 
Reflection
In the final presentation the students would divide into the elaborate artwork group or the Lakota drum group. Because all the students will have created art and practice the drum part, it would be important to reverse rolls and do the dance several times. 

Resources
1. Because this is such an extensive lesson, I would plan to bring in books about the Lakota people, past and present. 
2. I think it is very important for our students to realize that the Lakota people continue to survive today in spite of the obstacles we have placed in their path. 
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