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Goals 

1. Correctly play Egyptian rhythms using the Time Unit Box System.

2. Discover the special color of Egyptian music.

Objectives
1. Reading and playing rhythms using TUBS.

2. Learn about the Tabla.

3. Discover a new style and color of music.

Content Standards
1. Performing on instruments, alone or with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Reading and notating music.

3. Listening to, analyzing and describing music.

Materials
1. Hand drums

2. TUBS rhythm sheet with Wahed Wa Nusf, the main Egyptian rhythm, Zaffah, the wedding 
march rhythm and Fellahi, the farmers’ song rhythm on it.

3. CD #4:9

4. Sajat (finger cymbals)

Student Skill Level
They need to know L means left and R means right. They should know how to properly hit the drum.

Procedure
1. Pass out the paper with the rhythms on it.  Explain that Dum is low tone, whole hand on drum and that Tak is high tone, fingers on drum or slap.

2. Tap on their desks while counting to 8 and practicing the right and left patterns of the Wahed Wa Nusf, several times.

3. Practice the other two patterns.

4. Try combining the patterns together.

5. Listen to Ayazein.  This is a folk song from Egypt, but the recording is instrumental only.  Listen carefully for the Tabla.  Which rhythm is it playing?

6. Play the rhythms with the music.  Start out with just one pattern and then gradually add the others.

7. Let students create a finger cymbal rhythm.  They should write it in a TUBS grid.

Student Product
Reading and writing a TUBS rhythm.

Assessment
Playing the rhythms correctly

Reflection
The students are learning another method of reading and notating rhythms.  They are experiencing another culture and style of music.  They compare and contrast this to other styles they’ve heard and learned about.  The words to the song Ayazein were not in the book but could be found and learned by the students. Ayazein is an Egyptian hymn of praise and is a very famous Arabic folk song.  Zein means not only means beautiful of good but is also a man’s name.  The prefix Aya may be translated as “Oh”.  

Resources
1. Share the Music – Level 4 – page 150.   Macmillan McGraw – Hill   Copyright 1995

2. Roots of Rhythm Teacher’s Guide - page 67. 
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