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Roots of Rhythm World Drumming Teacher Workshop 2006
Lesson Plan for Chapter 10

Title Egyptian Fairy Tale: A Tale Told Through Music				Renee Stupka  											7/12/2006
			                                      					Willowick, Ohio
Grade Category 3rd  

Lesson Time 50 minutes

Goals 
Students should be able to identify the use of the Egyptian sajat, it's proper playing techniques, and how sound relates to a piece of literature.

Objectives
Students will be using the Sajat and composing rhythm patterns that accurately match characters in the story.

Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials
1. "Roots of Rhythm" companion CD track #87 "Ghawazee"
2. "Tale of the Doomed Prince" found at www.sacred-texts.com/egy/eml/eml134.htm. A brief 	synopsis is included below.
3. Five pairs of Sajats
4. "Roots of Rhythms" curriculum pp. 62-67
5. "Roots of Rhythm" Funsheets for the Sajat pp. 1 and 2

Student Skill Level
Students will have previously discussed the Egyptian culture using the "Roots of Rhythm" curriculum pp. 62-67. They should have a background of the culture including geography, history, instruments, and music. They should have seen and heard the Sajat played at an earlier lesson. 

Procedure
1. Students will be seated in a large group and asked to listen to "Roots of Rhythm" companion CD #87 "Ghawazee" dance song from the Nile in Egypt. 

2. At the conclusion of the song, ask students "What did you hear?", "What instruments did you recognize?", "What language did you hear?", and "What did it make you feel?". Student should be able to tell you that they heard Egyptian music, that a Sajat, flute, drums, and reed instruments were used, that the language was Arabic, and it should have made them feel like moving. 

3. Tell students that Egyptian music can be used for belly dancing. Show students belly dancing moves of belly roll, backbends, forward and backward shimmy.

4. Have students get up and practice these dance moves as the song plays through again. As they are dancing, pass out the pairs of Sajats to chosen students.

5. Students should return to their seats when the music finishes. Ask the students what instrument has been passed around. They should be able to tell the Sajat.

6. Explain to students that you will be telling them a fairy tale that has come from Egypt. The characters in the fairy tale are the prince, the pharaoh, a dog, a chief, his daughter, and a group of boys. Use the character of the servant on the board to demonstrate how to fill in the fun sheet and play the rhythm.

7. Separate students into six groups (each group should have no more than five students) and assign each group to represent one of the characters from the story. Give each group five minutes to create a rhythm pattern for their character. Tell students they are to do this with their hands to clap patterns. During the story they will use the Sajats. The pattern needs to be written down on p. 2 of their Funsheet.

8. Gather students back into one group. Give instructions that as the story is told, they are to come to the front of the room and use the Sajats to perform their rhythm every time they hear their character's name. Demonstrate the correct use of the Sajats as described on p. 1 of the "Roots of Rhythm" fun sheet. For ease in passing from group to group students can grasp the loops between their fore fingers and thumbs. They are also to be listening to other group’s rhythm patterns. 

9. Tell the story of the "Tale of the Doomed Prince." 

Once upon a time there was a king in Egypt who was sad because he had no son. He called upon the gods and they decided that a son should be born to him. On the day of the prince's birth, the Fates greeted the prince and they said he would meet with death, either by a crocodile, a serpent, or a dog. The heart of His Majesty was troubled. He commanded that a house should be built in a lonely place, so that the prince might be guarded well. 

One day the prince saw a dog. The prince asked his servant "What is that walking along the road?" "That," answered the servant, "is a dog."  The boy said: "I should like to have a dog." The servant informed the king. His Majesty said: "Let him have a young dog." So the prince was given a dog. The boy grew to be a young prince. He grew bored and sent a message to his royal father, saying: "Hear me. Why am I kept a prisoner here? Let me go and follow my heart's desire. His Majesty said: "Now you may go." 

The prince called his dog, and set his forth until he reached the country of Naharina. The chief was without a son, and he had one daughter. She lived in a tower 700 feet off the ground. The chief said "My daughter will marry the boy who can climb up to her window." Day after day boys tried to climb to her room. 

They were still trying when the Prince arrived in the country. The boys asked "Where are you from?" The prince answered: "I am the son of one of the Pharaoh's peasants." The boys said no more. "What are you doing here?" asked the prince. The young boys said: "Each day we try to reach the window of the chief's daughter. She will be married to the boy one who can climb up to her." Then the prince said to the others: "I would like to try."  

So, every day he tried until at last he succeed. All the boys yelled "At last one of the youths has reached the window of your daughter." The chief asked: "Whose is he?" He was told: "The youth is the son of one of the Pharaoh's peasants."  The great chief was angry, and said: "Am I to give my daughter in marriage to an Egyptian peasant? Order him to return at once to his own land." But his daughter clung to him. She refused to eat or drink unless the prince could stay. The great chief said: "Let the young man be brought to me." 

Then the prince was taken before the chief. The Chief said "You are indeed a noble youth because my daughter loves you. Tell me who you are." The prince answered "My father is a peasant for the Pharaoh." The great chief gave his daughter to the prince for wife. 

It is here that the papaya paper was torn and the rest of the story needs to be filled in. Students can decide if the prince ever told the chief who he really was and how the prince was able to avoid death by a crocodile, serpent, or a dog. 

10. Students can discuss an ending to this story. They should also be able to discuss which rhythm pattern matched which character the best.

11. Collect the Funsheets for later use.  

Student Product
Students will be composing the Darabouka rhythm for the back of the fun sheet in a later lesson. These two rhythms can be played together in groups.  

Assessment
Students will be turning in their completed fun sheets for a written grade. There are ten lines for rhythms, so grade on the following scale: A= 9-10 correct, B= 8 correct, C= 7 correct, D= 6 correct, F= 0-5 correct. Correct lines will have rhythms marked as demonstrated on the board. 

Reflection
This lesson can be broken up into two smaller lessons by having the rhythms be created one lesson and the story performance during another. If more time is needed to extend a lesson, the belly dancing can be reused at the end of the class period with students dancing on their own. Finger cymbals or hand claps can be used if Sajats are not available. Students can also create additional characters to be played by the Darabouka in a future lesson. Since the story is not finished, it leads easily to imagination. Students who have difficulty with written work can be given grades based on the performance of rhythms. Often, students will be more apt to perform if they are given points for each performance that would then be exchanged in fort he written lines. Ex. a students performs twice and earns eight points on the fun sheet and would be given credit for ten points- thus an A grade.

Resources 
The website www.sacred-texts.com is very useful for additional fairy tales or folk tales. Another tale could be used in a future lesson to create the Darabouka rhythms. 


